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Temple Hillel Herald  

Join us as we light the Menorah,  

sing songs and celebrate 

CHANUKAH the Festival of Lights 

Tuesday, December 20th  

at 

6:15PM 

Meet us at the giant Menorah outside 

the Temple! 

 

Do a Mitzvah for Chanukah!!!  

We need volunteers to host the FEGS 

Chanukah Party. 

Sunday, December 11th at 

3:00PM 

Call Gail Katz:  295-2936 

Temple Beth El 

Congregation Sons of Israel 

Temple Hillel 

 

Invites you to a  

Chanukah Concert 

 

Thursday, December 22, 2011 

7:30 PM 

At Temple Beth El 

Broadway and Locust Ave., Cedarhurst 

Collation to follow 

 



RABBIõS ARTICLE 

As a teacher and preacher of the People of Israel, a rabbi is constantly called 

upon to answer questions.  I sometimes feel sorry for the questioner.  Here he 

or she is with a question, seven words long, hoping to get an answer that is 

about the same length, and it never is!  In defense of rabbis everywhere, I be-

lieve that the problem lies not in the answers the rabbis give, but in the ques-

tions they are asked.  Often the question will begin with, òWhat does Judaism 

say aboutó..?  Judaism is a 3700 year-old religion.  With a history that long, we 

certainly have had countless opportunities to think and say a  

lot of different things about innumerable subjects and ideas.  So when asked 

what Judaism says about a certain subject, I find myself giving complex answers that include the 

ideas of Torah, the Temple era, the Rabbinic era, medieval times and modern scholarship. Since the 

day Moses gave the Torah to the Jewish People, we have been asking and answering questions 

about its meaning and about Godõs will.  That ongoing investigation is called Midrash. 

 

Wouldnõt it be fascinating to be exposed to some midrashic literature and learn the philosophical 

mindset of our ancestors, as well some really neat stories with ethical lessons? I will be teaching a 

course òFrom the Minds of Our Rabbisó this month.  The classes will be taught on Thursday morn-

ings 11am-12:15 pm. The dates are: Thursdays: December 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29. Come and learn with 

me! 

 

This month, please join me on Tuesday evening December 20, the first  night of Chanukah, for the 

Chanukiah lighting at Temple Hillel.  We will light the candles in the Minyan Chapel at 6 pm and 

then continue outside to light the outdoor Menorah at 6:15 pm, just in time for Religious School 

dismissal. 

 

Donõt forget about the gala klezmer concert we are co-sponsoring with Cong. Sons of Israel and 

Temple Beth El.  It will take place on Thursday night, December 22 at 7:30 pm at Temple Beth El of 

Cedarhurst. 

May we all enjoy the light and warmth of community this Chanukah. 

Chag Sameach, 

 

Rabbi Steven M. Graber 
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   November whizzed right by and with so many different activities 

going on, our bustling building sometimes seemed to not have 

enough room. 

   Yasher Koach to our Sisterhood.  They had a marvelous fashion 

show with about 140 people in attendance.  It was certainly  

wonderful for me to meet and greet so many friends as they entered 

the Ballroom.  The evening was truly enhanced by Hillel Caterers and 

Mr. Ira Polansky and the scrumptious meal that everyone enjoyed. 

   On November 19th, New York Stateõs Senator Dean Skelos  

addressed our congregation informing us about the New York State Government.  We 

were so pleased that he stayed to enjoy our Chai Kiddush.  Thank you to  

Bruce Lindenman for arranging to have the State Senator Majority Leader speak to us. 

   We will remain hectic in December as we gear towards our Chanukah celebration,  

hmmé  I can already smell latkes frying in the pan.  December 9-11 is the USY Fall 

Kinnus.  One hundred and fifty children will be spending the weekend at Temple Hillel.  

It is not too late to volunteer your home and host some of our young guests.  All they 

need is a place to sleep.  They bring sleeping bags, pillows and towels.  If you donõt live 

within walking distance, you will be required to transport them to and from Temple 

Hillel as needed.  Having housed 18 one year when Nicole was in USY, and 12 when 

Scott was involved, the experience was hectic but rewarding.  Contact the office or 

speak to our Youth Director, Evie Berkowitz to volunteer to house our guests. 

   On December 20th we gather with our families in front of our Menorah to kindle the 

Chanukah lights.  Thursday, December 22nd we join with Congregation Sons of Israel 

and Temple Beth El for our annual Chanukah Program.  This year we will be  

entertained by the Michael Winograd Klezmer Orchestra International.  The program 

takes place at Temple Beth El in Cedarhurst at 7:30 P.M.      

   From my family to yours, I wish everyone a joyous, happy Chanukah.  On a personal 

note, I want to say smooth sailing and good luck to my son, Scott who leaves for eight 

months as Head-Lighting Tech on the òCelebrity Eclipse.ó      

       BõShalom 

       Robin 
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PRESIDENTõS ARTICLE 
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TEMPLE BETH EL 

 CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL  

TEMPLE HILLEL 

 

INVITE YOU TO A 

HANNUKAH CONCERT 

FEATURING 

 

THE MICHAEL WINOGRAD KLEZMER  

ORCHESTRA INTERNATIONAL 
Michael  Winograd is considered a modern master of the Klezmer Clarinet 

style, and has performed all over the US, Canada and Europe. 

 

Thursday, December 22, 2011 

7:30 PM 
Temple Beth El 

Broadway and Locust Ave., Cedarhurst 

 

Collation to follow 
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Join us on Shabbat,  

December 17th  

As we present our guest speaker  

Dr. Frank Scaturro  

  

 

    

 

 

   The son of an Italian immigrant, Frank Scaturro was born in NYC and raised in New Hyde 

Park, a Boy Scout who attained the rank of Eagle Scout.  Frankõs community involvement 

includes memberships in numerous civic and church organizations.  In 1993, he served as an 

intern in the district office of Representative David Levy.  In 1991, Frank volunteered with 

the National Park Service and began guiding tours of nearby Grantõs Tomb.  After 

discovering rampant desecration at the site, Frank blew the whistle on government neglect.  

He founded a non -profit organization, the Grant Monument Association, to serve as an 

outlet for citizen support for the monument.  By 1997, his many reports and memos were 

answered with a $1.8 million face -lift.   

   For over four years, Frank served as Counsel for the Constitution on the Senate 

Judiciary Committee.  In that capacity, he focused on executive and judicial nominations 

and legislation related to constitutional law issues.  Frank was a key aide on the nominations 

of Chief John Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito to the Supreme Court and the last two 

attorney general nominations.  In 2009, he assumed a visiting professorship at Hofstra 

Law School, where he taught courses on constitutional law and the legislative process.  

Frank is currently a partner at FSB FisherBroyles and works with its litigation and political 

law groups.   

   Frank has published a number of books and articles in the area of history and law.   
 

 



Page 6 

 

 

Dear Students and Parents: 

 

On behalf of the faculty, I would like to wish you and your family a Happy      
Chanukah.  Please join us in the Minyan Chapel at 6pm on Tuesday, December 
20th as we light the Chanukiyah together as a school. 

 

BôShalom, 

Evelyn Berkowitz   

   

       

Mitzvah corps   

           Mazal tov to the following students who fulfilled all of the mitzvot and 

minhagim associated with the Kislev/Tevet Mitzvah Corps: 

 

JESSICA REBENSTOCK                   AUSTIN STERNHELL         TYLER WALTER                              

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCOOP  

  



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCOOP  
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  COMING UP IN DECEMBER:  

Saturday, December  3rd ï Junior Congregation    

Sunday, December 4th ï NO CLASSES PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 Friday, December 16 ï Hanukkah and Birthday Family Shabbat 

Thursday, December 23 through Sunday, January 2 ï No school  

Tuesday, January 4 ï School reopens.  

 

 

 Friday night, December 16
th
, will be our Religious School/ P.A. Hanuk-

kah and Birthday Shabbat. At that time we will celebrate Hanukkah and the 
birthdays of the children who were born in November/December.  

We hope that most of you will be at services on this special Family Friday 
Night Service to celebrate with your fellow students and the congregation.  
An Oneg Shabbat will follow services. 



PARENTS ASSOCIATION  
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December is one of my favorite months in the Religious School.  The Par-

entsõ Association has the opportunity to make latkes with the children.  

The smell permeates through the halls and you know that Hanukkah has 

arrived.  This year we will be hosting a brunch for the children and their 

families.  The children will have the opportunity to play dreidel and do a 

project.  We will have music and a good time will be had by all.  Watch for 

the details. 

January is usually a quiet month so we will be having a school wide Shabbat 

dinner and service.  We hope that all the families will attend.  A flier will be 

sent home soon. 

Happy Hanukkah to you all! 

Cheryl 



YOUTH GROUP  
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HOW CAN IT BE HANUKKAH???  

It still feels like summeré.HOW CAN IT BE HANUKKAH ALREADY??? Well 

ready or not I have my Hanukkah list all written out!!! WHO WANTS IT?? 

Time just seems to be flying by. We had another great month filled with lots 

of new activities and some tried and true past programs. Evieõs silly Joke 

Night (was very silly) and Make Your Own Sundaes was a hit, Candy Sushi was 

a blast and when Isaac decorated SAM LIPKEõS CAR W/SILLY STRING we all 

had a great roll!! USY and Kadima left the Temple to go bowling and Cantor 

David has been òdroppin inó from time to try and get our USY Couch Potato 

guys off the couch. If anyone is looking to get rid of a computer we sure could 

use a new one in the youth lounge. The computer is slower than me!!  If you do 

have one our trusty computer whizz kids will pick it up and install it in a heart-

beat!!  

KINNUS UPDATEéWE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR HOST HOMES. AGAIN, 

YOUR COMMITMENT IS MINIMAL. WE REALLY NEED FLOOR SPACE.  

CONTACT: EVIE @ (516)965 -4018 

WelléI guess thatõs all the news thatõs fit to print. Again, if your child is not a 

member of youth group they should be and if they areédrop me a line if they 

have any suggestions!! 

Happy Holidays,  

Evie : )  

 



RUACH READERS/SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB 
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 We hope all who participated enjoyed the review and discussion of 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot on Tuesday     

evening, November 15th.  This was a joint Ruach Readers and Sisterhood 

Book Club discussion.   

On the Shabbat of December 17th, 2011 there will also be a joint 

book review featuring The Prophetõs Wife by Milton Steinberg, renowned 

rabbi and scholar and author of As a Driven Leaf. 

The Sisterhood Book Club will be reviewing The Hare with Amber 

Eyes by Edmund De Waal on March 27 and Let the Great World Spin by 

Colum McCann on May 1.  The Sisterhood Book Club is held at Temple 

Hillel at 8:00 P.M. on the selected dates. 

Barbara Spetalnick will be reviewing In the Garden of the Beasts by 

Erik Larson at the April 21, 2012 Ruach Readers discussion.  The Ruach 

Readers review is held at the Temple immediately following Kiddush. There 

will also be a Ruach Readers book discussion on May 19th.  The book has 

not as yet been selected.  

If you have suggestions of books for review or you would like to 

lead a book discussion, please contact Renee Trachtenberg at 791-3210 or 

at renee1bill@aol.com.   

  



 

Schedule of Sabbath Services 

& Bar Mitzvah Services 

Friday, December 2 

Sundown Services   4:15 P.M. 

Saturday, December 3 

Services    8:45 A.M. 

Aufruf of Scott Orgel, son of Sheryl & Bob Orgel, 

grandson of Morton Rosenbaum, who will be called 

to the Torah in honor of his forthcoming marriage to  

Lisa Teig   

The Kiddish is sponsored by Sheryl & Bob Orgel  

Sunday, December 4 

Services    9:00 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 

 

Friday, December 9 

Sundown Services   4:15 P.M. 

Saturday, December 10 

Services    8:45 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 

Sunday, December 11 

Services    9:00 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 

 

Friday, December 16 

Sundown Services   4:15 P.M. 

Saturday, December 17 

Services    8:45 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 

Sunday, December 18 

Services    9:00 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 

Friday, December 23 

Sundown Services   4:15 P.M. 

 

 

Saturday, December 24 

Services    8:45 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 

 

Sunday, December 25 

Services    9:00 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 

 

Friday, December 30 

Sundown Services   4:15 P.M. 

Saturday, December 31 

Services    8:45 A.M. 

Evening Services   4:15 P.M. 
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        Sunshine 

OCTOBER BAR MITZVAH 

DAVIS BURKE HAUPT 

  Love, Mom & Dad 

DAVIS BURKE HAUPT 

  Love, Meredith & Kendall 

DAVIS BURKE HAUPT 

  Love, Nana Irene Haupt 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

AVRA BEN-ARI 

  Arie, Erika, Joe, Teena, Yigal & Brandon 

STEPHANIE COOPER 

  Nana & Poppa 

JAYNE MYRON FULTON 

  Mom, Gerry, Richard, Marie & Julian 

GILLIAN GOLDMINTZ 

  Mom, Dad & Harrison 

JACK HATTEM 

  Alysa, Ellie, Jonah, Linda, Stephen, Adam 

& Julie & Emily 

JACK HATTEM 

  Barbara, Haley, Amanda,  

  Allison & David 

ANDY HEINE 

  Sherry, Mom Renee Nir, Randi, Ron, 

Kerri, Don 

  Lauren, Matthew & Peyton 

BONNIE KRINICK 

  Bob, Nathan, Andrew & Bryan 

DONNA LEVINE 

  Mom & Dad 

DONNA LEVINE 

  Rick, April, Brian, Dawn &  

Jonathan 

DEBBIE LISANN 

  Mom, Neil, Lauren & Max 

  Shari, Chip & Ryan 

KEN PALEY 

  Mom & Dad 

NORMAN PERNICK 

  Love, Bryan, Marc, Amy, Ira, Sam, Molly 

  Irene, Gregg, Tori & Jack 

RACHEL PUPA 

  Mom & Dad, Jeremy, Grandma Laurie, 

Poppy Eddie, Doug, Lesley & Carson 

 

 

 

STEPHEN RAND 

  Linda, Alysa, Jack & Ellie, Adam & Julie & 

Emily 

  Barbara, Haley, Amanda, Alison & David 

ARIELA ROSSBERG 

  Love, Mom, Dad, Grandma, 

  David & Ethan 

MAXIE SALOMON 

  Love, Mommy, Daddy, Gayle, 

  Lindsay & Kenny 

  Grandma Rita & Grandpa Morty 

EMILY & DANIEL TAZBIN 

  Love, Mom, Grandma Irene Haupt 

  Aunt Geri, Uncle Mason, Kendall, 

  Meredith & Davis 

JAKE WILLNER 

  Mommy, Daddy, Bubby & Pop 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

JULIE & SCOTT COREN 

  Marley & Eden  

  Mom & Dad Aileen & Mark Virag 

  Alison, Dan, Bradley, Sophia & Jacob 

TOBY & MICHAEL GROSSMAN 

  Lauren & Brett 

DARA & MICHAEL KASS 

  Charlie & Hannah, Mom & Dad, Erin, 

Mike & Jake 

ELLIE & JACK KLEIN 

  Love, all the children 

GAYLANN & IRA KLONSKY 

  Love, Michael, Staci, Carly & Justin 

  Jonathan, Wendy, Eden & Alex 

  Ari, Robin & Hannah, Rachel & Josh 

DOUG & LESLEY SHEINBERG 

  Carson, Mom & Dad Sheinberg, 

  Mom & Dad Bratten, Wendy, Gary, 

  Rachel & Jeremy 

ERIN & MICHAEL WILLNER 

  Jake, Mom, Dad, Dara, Michael, 

  Stacy & Hannah & Charlie 

ENGAGEMENT 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

DAUGHTER RACHEL BROWN ON 

HER ENGAGEMENT TO SCOTT  

FRIEDMAN 

  Love, Mom & Dad   

CONGRATULATIONS TO MY SISTER 

RACHEL BROWN ON HER ENGAGE-

MENT TO SCOTT FRIEDMAN 

  Love, Ilana 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

GRANDDAUGHTER RACHEL BROWN 

ON HER ENGAGEMENT TO SCOTT 

FRIEDMAN 

  Love, Grandma & Grandpa Irene & Joe 

Perl 

OCTOBER WEDDING 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CHIL-

DREN MARSHA & MARK FENNIK ON 

THE MARRIAGE OF THEIR DAUGHTER 

RIANA COHEN TO ADAM STUDNER 

  Love, Mom & Dad Ethel & Martin 

Silverman 

JUNE BIRTH 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

CHILDREN ERICA & SHAI ROSENFELD 

ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR SON JUDAH 

SEQUOA ROSENFELD 

  Love, Mom & Dad Karen & Daryl Stavis 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

GRANDCHILDREN ERICA & SHAI 

ROSENFELD ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR 

SON JUDAH SEQUOA ROSENFELD 

  Love, Grandma & Grandpa Ethel &  

Martin Silverman 
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MENõS CLUB ARTICLE 

 

Menõs Club is programming activities that will appeal to the diverse inter-

ests of our congregation.  Our next scheduled event is a talk to be held on  

Sunday, December 18th at 10 AM, featuring Dan Bubbeo, a film scholar and 

staff columnist for Newsday, who will discuss Hollywood classic movies.  

Dan studied journalism at Hofstra University and currently resides in East 

Meadow with his family. 

Every Tuesday evening at 7PM, Jerry Meyer invites all congregants to  

participate in Tai Chi sessions, conducted by a master practitioner Frank  

Pfeiffer.  Tai chi is a form of ancient exercise that benefits oneõs physical and 

mental well-being.  Attendance is free to all newcomers. 

Victor Spetalnick is continuing to run the football pools in his own unique 

style.  Knowledge of football or team standings are not required to take 

part, only some cash.  The system Victor uses to determine winners con-

fers no particular advantage to diehard fans of the sport ð even a neophyte 

could win.  Betting pools are also planned for basketball and baseball sea-

sons. 

Two months ago on Shabbat Shuvah, occurring a week before Yom Kippur 

this year, the Menõs Club conducted services, as we have done every year.  

Our members ably displayed their liturgical talents, pleasing worshippers in 

attendance. 

All Menõs Club members are invited to bring their ideas to our 

next meeting in December, which will take place on Monday De-

cember 19 th  at 8:00 PM.  
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Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 

 

Adult Ed. Class  

11:00 AM  

2 

 

Candlelighting  

4:10 PM  

3 

Auf Ruf of   

Scott Orgel &  

Lisa Teig  

 

4 

Faculty Mtg.  

Parent/Teacher  

Conf. 9:30 AM  

5 

Ulpan Hebrew  

10:30 AM  

Israeli Dance  

6:30 PM 

6 

Tai Chi  7:00 PM  

Sisterhood sing A Long  

8:00 PM  

Israel Affairs 8:00 PM  

7 8 

 

Adult Ed. Class  

11:00 AM  

9 

        KINNUS  

Candlelighting  

4:09 PM  

10 

 

    KINNUS  

11 NO RELIGIOUS         

SCHOOL 

FEGS Hanukkah Party 

3:00 PM 

     KINNUS  

12 

Ulpan Hebrew  

10:30 AM  

Israeli Dance  

6:30 PM  

13 

 

Tai Chi  7:00 PM  

14 

 

Bd. Of Trustees  

8:15 PM  

15 

 

Adult Ed. Class  

11:00 AM  

16 

Family Serv. 7:30 PM  

Birthday Shabbat  

Candlelighting  

4:11 PM  

17 

Chai Kiddush & Speaker  

 

Ruach Readers & Book  

Club 

18 

 

Religious School   

9:00 AM  

Menõs Club ðSpeaker  

19 

Ulpan Hebrew  

10:30 AM  

Menõs Club Mtg. 8:00 PM 

20 Erev Chanukah  

Light 1st candle  

Menorah Lighting  

6:15 PM  

 

Tai Chi  7:00 PM  

21  Chanukah 22  Chanukah 

Adult Ed. Class 11:00 AM  

Chanukah Program @  

Temple Beth El 7:30 PM  

 

23  Chanukah 

 

 

Candlelighting  

4:14 PM  

 

24  Chanukah 

25  Chanukah 

 

NO RELIGIOUS  

SCHOOL 

BLDG. CLOSED 

26  Chanukah 

 

BUILDING  

CLOSED 

27  Chanukah 

 

 

Tai Chi  7:00 PM  

28  Chanukah 29 

 

Adult Ed. Class  

11:00 AM  

30 

 

Candlelighting  

4:18 PM  

31 

December 2011ð Kislev/Tevet 5772  

TEMPLE HILLEL  
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Sisterhood  
November was a very busy month for Sisterhood.  Thanks to your  support, our dinner and fashion show was an 

overwhelmingly  successful fundraiser.  We would like to especially thank Joy Kaplan of Joyõs Boutique for providing 

such elegant clothes.  Our thanks to the Sisterhood ladies for showing off the clothes so beautifully.  Thank you, 

Roberta Gainer, Gitty Greene, Ruth Kaplan, Kim Libel, Beverly Nassau, Linda Rand, Terry Reich, Cheryl Rubenstein, 

Renee Trachtenberg, and Aileen Viras for volunteering to model.   

Thanks to Cheryl Rubenstein, for chairing the event, and to Toby Grossman, Leah Neuchowicz and Phyllis Gitlen 

who worked so hard putting together all the wonderful raffle prizes.  Our thanks to Ira Polansky, our caterer, for a 

delicious dinner and a wonderful  presentation.  We look forward to working with you in the future. 

On November 7th we had our trip to the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue in Manhattan.  It is the oldest and one 

of the most beautiful Temples in America.  An excellent docent led the tour.  We then enjoyed a tasty lunch. 

On November 15th, our book club met to discuss òThe Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacksó by Rebecca Skloot.  She 

was a poor, black farmer whose cancer cells, taken without her permission, changed the course of medical science.  

We are now preparing for the festive Chanukah season.  Please join us on December 6th for a fun evening, as we 

sing-along with Ruth Shuster and do some holiday shopping.  

 

Roberta Greene, Harriet Laveman, Barbara Spetalnick, and  

Joan Vegosen 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

 

On December 6, 2011 at 8PM  

Holiday Sisterhood Sing - A - Long 

with Ruth Shuster  

Join us for a start to your holiday shopping  

Come see: Anneõs Jewelry Boutique available that evening! 

òMEN ARE INVITEDó 

Friends are welcome!  
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